The Spoli Fund

supports the recovery of music by composers whose work was banned and whose lives and careers were disrupted during the Nazi era – many of whom ultimately contributing greatly to British and international musical life.
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Launched by the distinguished comedian and writer
Dr Barry Humphries AO CBE

19 May 2009

at the home of Lady Solti
Joint President of the Jewish Music Institute 

St John's Wood, London 
On the occasion of a celebration of the award to Michael Haas of the 

City of Vienna's Theodor Körner Prize for advancement of Arts and Sciences

                     The Spoli Fund
Amongst the composers who established themselves in Britain, who had been highly regarded in their homelands before having to flee, were Mischa Spoliansky, Peter Gellhorn, Vilém Tauský, Hans Gál, Berthold Goldschmidt, Egon Wellesz, Mátyás Seiber, Leopold Spinner, Karl Rankl and Franz Reizenstein. Here they contributed greatly to many aspects of music through teaching, scholarship, music management, promotion and conducting – but their own compositions are still largely unknown. 
The Spoli Fund was set up in the name of Spoli Mills, charming actress daughter of the famous Weimar composer Mischa Spoliansky.  As an example of what we strive for, Spoli was tirelessly working to make sure that her father’s music would continue to be heard, that his autobiography that she had translated would be published, that new recordings would be made and that his legacy would live on. Sadly Spoli died suddenly in March 2004, around the time of the deaths of émigré composer-conductors Peter Gellhorn and Vilém Tauský, both in their nineties. In response to the realisation of what could be lost, and the work that still needs to be done for composers affected in this way, this fund has been set up by the Jewish Music Institute (Registered Charity no. 328228) to support the work of its International Centre for Suppressed Music (ICSM).   

‘The Spoli Fund’ aims to enable JMI ICSM to:
· focus attention on the life and work of these composers  
· promote research into their lives and works
· organise talks, seminars and conferences about them and their work

· encourage and create new recordings of their works

· publish books about them

· create and distribute a newsletter about them   

· encourage the re-issue of music and books that are currently out of print

· translate important texts about them and their era and encourage new writing 

· see that letters, programmes, manuscripts, scores and photographs are properly documented, catalogued and safely archived 
· encourage professional staging of their most important operas 

· encourage performance of their works by new generations of orchestras, chamber groups, individuals and festivals 
· inform musicians about repertoire
· create and maintain an informative website about them and their music  

· establish relationships with relevant cultural organisations worldwide
· raise funds for these activities 

The Spoli Fund
Michael Haas has contributed enormously to the process of rehabilitation and since his pioneering 30 Decca recordings under the title ‘Entartete Musik’, he has seen, and been involved with, much progress.  He says ‘It is good to see that the study of musical dispersion and disruption caused by National Socialism’s racist policies has begun to take its place as part of the study of 20th century music. Chairs in ‘Exile’ or ‘Persecuted Music’ are becoming more evident in German and Austrian universities. The repertoire is now starting to be reincorporated into the curricula of music colleges and into mainstream musical performance’.      

The aims of the Spoli Fund are to enable the JMI ICSM to continue this process: to research and re-examine the music of these composers, first suppressed and then neglected and to continue to encourage the restoration, performance, recording and publishing their works and writings about them and their music.  
How you can help … Subscribe to the Spoli Fund 

We invite you to join with the family and friends of these and other composers by subscribing to ‘The Spoli Fund’ on the form below. Please be as generous as possible. Subscribers will be kept informed of progress, be invited to special activities, have advance information about and be entitled to discounts on some events. 

I would like to subscribe to The Spoli Fund
Name 




Tel

Address






Postcode

E-mail

I enclose (min) £25 annual subscription   

  
[    ]
 £ 

And /or I enclose a donation of £50/£100/£250/£500/£1000    
[    ]        £
 

I enclose a cheque (to ‘JMI Spoli Fund’) 

for a total of






   
 £
I would like to donate annually by direct debit - please send forms             [    ]

I am a UK tax-payer - please treat my donation under the gift aid scheme  [    ]

I would like to leave the Spoli Fund some money in my will 
[    ] 

JMI is a Registered charity no 328228

Signed  





Date:  
Please send to  
The Spoli Fund 

JMI ICSM, P O Box 232, Harrow, Middlesex, HA1 2NN 
  The Spoli Fund
 created and administered by the

Jewish Music Institute 

International Centre for Suppressed Music (ICSM)

President    

Sir Simon Rattle 

Patrons 

Barry Humphries AO CBE, Leon Botstein, Lawrence Foster, 
Matthias Goerne, John Mauceri, James Conlon 

Advisory Board   

Brendan G. Carroll, International Korngold Society
Albrecht Dümling, Musica Reanimata, Berlin
Christopher Hailey, Franz Schreker Foundation, Los Angeles 

Christian Meyer, Schoenberg Institut, Vienna
Martin Schüssler, Rathaus Foundation, New York, Berlin 

Executive Committee 

Michael Haas, Executive Producer ‘Entartete Musik’ Series, Decca 

Erik Levi, Senior Lecturer in Music, Royal Holloway University of London, author Music in the Third Reich  

Jutta Raab-Hansen, musicologist and author, NS-verfolgter Musiker in England
Martin Anderson, writer/director of Toccata Press and Toccata Classics 
Lloyd Moore, composer, researcher
Peter Tregear (Trinity 

Betty Sagon Collick, musician and music consultant

Geraldine Auerbach MBE, Director, Jewish Music Institute, SOAS 

University of London, Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG 
The JMI International Centre for Suppressed Music
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The International Centre for Suppressed Music was established in September 1999, by the Jewish Music Institute at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, as a platform to bring together all those working in the field of suppressed music. Their aim is to examine how the musical language of Western Europe might have evolved in the twentieth century, if so many of its composers had not been stopped from working, forced into exile or killed by the Nazis. This is a subject that is now being addressed with increasing intensity world-wide.   www.suppressedmusic.org.uk 
