Klezmer in the Park draws in a huge crowd to celebrate Jewish culture

Over 5000 people enjoyed a festival atmosphere at ‘Klezmer in the Park’ on Sunday at Regent’s Park Bandstand. Everyone from grannies to toddlers basked the seasonal warmth as they picnicked together and danced to some of Britain’s finest klezmer beats. 
There were free cultural exhibitions, stalls and activities specially for children, presented by some of London’s major Jewish culture providers and some delicious kosher food was on sale.   

Visitors were greeted by a towering klezmer band the ‘Rumpelstiltsteins’ who performed as they walked on stilts amongst the crowds. “We practise in a gym” said accordion player Paul Tkachenko, “it’s a matter of confidence”.  
DJ Max Reinhardt, presenter of BBC Radio 3’s Late Junction introduced the four stage bands: Vivi Lachs and Klezmer Klub; Daphna Sadeh and the Voyagers; Polina Shepherd and Fanfara and She’koyokh Klezmer Ensemble.  

The programme included a staged wedding scene with audience members Julia Dansie suitably draped as the bride and inveterate juggler Sylvia Cohen as her mother-in-law.  
Stephen Melzack taught young children two of his own songs: and they proved a real crowd pleaser when they went up to the bandstand to perform ‘Two Candles Burn’ and ‘My Mezuzah’. 
This great cultural gathering was organised by the Jewish Music Institute and the Jewish News and Media Group on behalf of JCUK, the Association of Jewish Culture Providers. It was supported by the Royal Parks and the Mayor of London. 

Boris Johnson was ‘busy on his bike’ but found time to send a message of support that Geraldine Auerbach MBE, JMI Director read out from the bandstand. He encouraged everyone to celebrate the incredible heritage of London’s diverse Jewish communities and concluded. “This immense celebration of British Jewish culture is a joyful family day out for all.”  

Commenting on the day, Geraldine said: “it’s wonderful to see so many smiling faces. I feel so privileged that we have been given one of the most beautiful spots in London to hold our festival.”

Stallholders, Bnai Brith UK, JCC for London, Jewish East End Celebration Society, Jewish Museum London, Jewish Music Distribution, Jewish Renaissance, London Jewish Cultural Centre, and Meir Panim UK, reported brisk interest from the public in their activities. The event was supported by members of the Jewish Leadership Council and the Shoresh Charitable Trust.
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